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The Fox and the Grapes
ne afternoon a fox was walking through the forest and spotted a bunch of grapes hanging
from over a lofty branch.

"Just the thing to quench my thirst," quoth he.

Taking a few steps back, the fox jumped and just missed the hanging grapes. Again the fox took5

a few paces back and tried to reach them but still failed.

Finally, giving up, the fox turned up his nose and said, "They're probably sour anyway," and
proceeded to walk away.

Moral: It's easy to despise what you cannot have.
(by Aesop)10

Vocabulary: to spot = ‘discover’; grapes = ‘Trauben’; quench = ‘satisfy, put an end to’; lofty = ‘high, tall’;
quoth he = old: ‘said he’; pace = ‘step’; despise = ‘verachten, verschmähen’.

Questions:
1. What does despise mean?
2. Give an example of the moral from your own experience!
3. What are the grapes a metaphor for?
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